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Final Day Highlights – We Did It!

92 Species, One Mission. A Powerful Finish to the Mollusc Assess-
ment Workshop

Day 5 marks the successful conclusion 
of the Freshwater Mollusc Assessment 
Workshop — a day filled with focus, 
collaboration, and celebration of an ex-
traordinary achievement. What began 
as an ambitious target of 176 species 
culminated in the assessment of 192 
freshwater mollusc species, supported 
by the combined expertise of malacolo-
gists, GIS specialists, conservation prac-
titioners, and IUCN facilitators. Filopaludina tricostata from Papua
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The final updated conservation out-
comes include: 19 Critically Endangered 
(CR), 28 Endangered (EN), 17 Vulnerable 
(VU), 21 Near Threatened (NT), 68 Least 
Concern (LC), and 41 Data Deficient (DD) 
species.

Although it was the final day, motivation 
remained high. Teams continued their 
assessments with precision, collabora-
tion, and scientific rigor. The day’s high-
light discoveries included medically and 
ecologically significant species such as 
Robertsiella gismanni (EN) and Robertsi-
ella silvicola (EN)—both known interme-
diate hosts of Schistosoma malayensis. 
Another notable species assessed was 
Filopaludina tricostata (DD), whose lim-
ited distribution records emphasize the 
region’s persistent data gaps and the ur-
gency for further field surveys.

Other important assessments included 
Bornean taxa like Clea bangueyensis (LC) 
and Clea nigricans (LC), as well as poorly 
known species such as Indopyrgus born-

eensis and Indopyrgus moussoni, both 
requiring taxonomic confirmation. These 
findings reflect the diverse conserva-
tion challenges across Sundaland—from 
polluted rivers in Peninsular Malaysia to 
under-surveyed freshwater systems in 
Papua.

This final push exemplifies the work-
shop’s spirit: careful, science-based as-
sessments that contribute directly to 
strengthening the conservation foun-
dations for freshwater molluscs across 
Sundaland.

Clea bangueyensis
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Closing Reflections and 
Appreciation

During the closing session, a representa-
tive from the Directorate of Species and 
Genetic Conservation, Ministry of For-
estry, expressed deep appreciation for 
the initiative and reaffirmed the Ministry’s 
readiness to support future assessment 
workshops. Participants also shared their 
impressions and hopes, noting how this 
workshop fostered collaboration, sharp-
ened expertise, and emphasized the ur-
gency of addressing data gaps — espe-
cially for species at risk of “disappearing 
before they are even known.”

Certificates were presented to all partic-
ipants as recognition of their dedication 
and hard work.

As the workshop came to an official 
close, one message resonated strongly:

We may have wrapped up the work-
shop, but the conservation journey 
continues.
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