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Almost There! 179 Out of 199 Freshwater 
Molluscs Assessed, Workshop Momentum 

Builds

Overall Progress Summary – Day 4 IUCN Red List Assessment of 
Freshwater Molluscs

On Day 4 of the IUCN Red List Assess-
ment Workshop for freshwater mollusc 
species native to Sundaland, the partic-
ipants continued their intensive assess-
ment work while also engaging in a col-
laborative sharing session. By the end of 
the day, a total of 179 species had been 
assessed, leaving 20 species remain-
ing to reach the workshop target of 199 
species. The assessed species span a full 
range of conservation statuses: Critically 
Endangered (CR) – 20 species, Endan-
gered (EN) – 24 species, Vulnerable (VU) 
– 16 species, Near Threatened (NT) – 27 
species, Least Concern (LC) – 55 species, 
and Data Deficient (DD) – 37 species.

The day’s activities combined rigorous 
fieldwork and desk assessment with a 
structured sharing session. Each team 
presented their progress, highlighted 

interesting discoveries, discussed chal-
lenges, and reflected on lessons learned. 
This session not only facilitated cross-
team learning but also provided an op-
portunity to recognize the extraordinary 
effort and dedication of all participants, 
as nearly all teams had completed 100% 
of their assigned assessment targets. 
Additionally, 15 unassigned species pro-
vided by the IUCN were offered for fur-
ther assessment to the teams that had 
already completed their original targets, 
setting the stage for continued contribu-
tions to the workshop outcomes.

The day concluded with a gala dinner at 
a Sundanese restaurant, where partic-
ipants celebrated their achievements, 
strengthened team bonds, and shared 
experiences in a more informal and fes-
tive setting.
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Highlight Discussion Group 1 - DAY 4

Team 1 wrapped up Day 4 with a major 
milestone, they have fully completed 
their freshwater mollusc assessment 
target. Today, the team evaluated 16 ad-
ditional species from diverse regions—in-
cluding Sumatra (Corbicula gustaviana), 
Java (Euglesa sundana, Corbicula pul-
chella), Papua and West Papua (Haaso-
donta vanheurni – CR, Haasodonta fan-
nyae – EN B1B2, Velesunio sentaniensis, 
Hyridella misoolensis), New Guinea (We-
stralunio flyensis, Westralunio albertisi, 
Virgus beccarianus), and several species 
from Habbema Lake (Pisidium inflexum, 
Pisidium habbemae, Vittina variegata).

The assessments captured a wide range 
of conservation concerns—from wide-
spread species sold online (V. sentanien-

sis) to critically threatened species such 
as Haasodonta vanheurni, which faces 
intense pressure from palm oil expansion 
and habitat disturbance in Merauke. Oth-
er species flagged today face threats in-
cluding mining, pollution, sedimentation, 
and agricultural conversion.

Across the previous assessment days, 
Team 1 had already completed 25 fresh-
water mollusc species. With today’s 
16 additional assessments, their total 
reaches 41 species, while 5 species were 
excluded after being confirmed as syn-
onyms. With this, Team 1 has officially 
completed all 46 freshwater mollusc 
species assigned to them, becoming the 
first team to finish their entire assess-
ment target by Day 4.

Highlight Discussion Group 2 - 
DAY 4

On the fourth day of assessment, Team 
2 evaluated 13 freshwater mollusc spe-
cies, completing their target of 42 spe-
cies when added to the 29 previously 
assessed. Among the species assessed 

today, seven were classified as Least 
Concern (LC), including Thiara winteri, 
which was designated LC due to suffi-
cient distribution records and a low per-
ceived risk of threats, despite the lack of 

Hyridella 
misoolensis
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Thiara winteri from Aceh

population data. Two species were clas-
sified as Vulnerable (VU)—Melanoides 
hoekzemai and Paludomus subfaciata—
while four species were assigned Data 
Deficient (DD) because of unresolved 
taxonomy and a lack of distribution re-
cords beyond their type localities.

This assessment reflects the team’s 
careful attention to both well-docu-
mented species and those with more 
uncertain conservation status. Having 
completed their original target, Team 2 
has also begun exploring additional un-
assigned mollusc species provided by 
the IUCN, positioning them to contribute 
further to the workshop’s overall outputs 
in the coming days.

Highlight Discussion Group 3 - 
DAY 4

Team 3 focused on 19 species today, add-
ing to the 22 species they had assessed 
previously. The outcomes included 4 Least 
Concern (LC) species, 4 Near Threatened 
(NT) species—Glyptophysa esau, G. doopi, 
G. sumatrana, and Bullastra brevispira—3 
Vulnerable (VU) species—G. keysseri, G. 
balteatus, and B. buruana—6 Endangered 
(EN) species—G. cyphus, G. fulgata, Gy-
raulus sumatranus, G. brongersmai, and G. 
proclivis—and 1 Critically Endangered (CR) 
species, Glyptophysa ovalina. Species clas-
sified as LC were those with relatively low-
er recorded threats, although population 
data remain largely unknown.

With today’s work, Team 3 has now fully 
completed their target of 41 species. The 
team also began evaluating additional un-
assigned species from IUCN, meaning their 
contributions will continue to grow. Among 
the interesting observations, species like 
Bullastra brevispira revealed insights into 
localized adaptations, highlighting the eco-
logical uniqueness of certain freshwater 
mollusc populations in Sundaland.

Bullastra brevispira
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Sulawesi, Lake Poso, Most populations of 
Protancylus (together with its Tylomelania 

‘hosts’)

Highlight Discussion Group 4 - 
DAY 4

On Day 4 of the workshop (the third day 
of assessment), Team 4 pushed their 
progress significantly by completing 
assessments for 15 additional freshwa-
ter mollusc species from Sulawesi and 
Papua. Sulawesi contributed the larg-
est share, with multiple Sulawesidrobia 
species from Lake Matano (S. carsonae, 
S. crutzeni, S. wilsoni, and S. ehrlichi) all 
facing severe pressure from invasive fish 
introductions, recurring algal blooms, and 
ongoing disturbances across the lake 
basin. Other Sulawesi taxa, including S. 
dinersteini, Protancylus pileolus, P. ad-
haerens, S. lasoloensis, S. marmer, and S. 
tilangaensis, revealed a mix of localized 
distributions and site-specific threats 
ranging from sediment-heavy runoff to 
mining footprints and physical modifica-
tion of spring and pool habitats. In partic-
ular, S. tilangaensis remains restricted to 
a single small pool that has already been 
structurally altered.

Species from Papua highlighted a dif-
ferent challenge: a lack of recent field 
data. Hemistomia pygmaea, Taiwanas-
siminea riparia, Coleglabra sentaniensis, 
Fluviopupa novoguineensis, and Tatea 
pyramidata all required careful evaluation 
under Data Deficient status due to miss-
ing surveys, uncertainty about current 
population size, and escalating pressures 
from mining activity and introduced spe-
cies near their known sites. With today’s 
progress, Team 4 has now completed 44 
species out of their 54-species target, 
underscoring a strong and steady pace 
as the workshop moves deeper into the 
assessment phase.


